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scheme is known wherever the English language is spoken.
To this undertaking he owed the affluence in which he
passed the last twenty years of his life, and the fortune
which he left behind him, which, though large, had been
yet larger, had he not rashly and wantonly impaired it, by
innumerable projects, of which I know not that ever one
succeeded.

The Gentleman's Magazine, which has now subsisted
fifty years, and still continues to enjoy the favour of the
worldk, is one of the most successful and. lucrative pam-
phlets which literary history has upon record, and therefore
deserves; in this narrative, particular notice.

Mr. Cave, when he formed the project, was far from
expecting the success which he found ; and others had so
little prospect of its consequence, that though he had, for
several years, talked of his plan among printers and book-
sellers, none of them thought it worth the trial. That they
were not restrained by virtue from the execution of another
man's design, was sufficiently apparent, as soon as that de-
sign began to be gainful; for, in a few years, a multitude of
magazines arose and perished: only the London Magazine,
supported by a powerful association of booksellers, and cir-
culated with all the art and all the cunning of trade, ex-
empted itself from the general fate of Cave's invaders, and
obtained, though not an equal, yet a considerable sale1.

Cave now began to aspire to popularity; and being a
greater lover of poetry than any other art, he sometimes
oflFered subjects for poems, and proposed prizes for the
best performers. The first prize was fifty pounds, for
which, being but newly acquainted with wealth, and think-
ing the influence of fifty pounds extremely great, he ex-
pected the first authors of the kingdom to appear as com-
petitors; and offered the allotment of the prize to the
universities. But, when the time came, no name was seen
among the writers that had ever been seen before; the

k This was said in the beginning of the year 1781 j and may with truth be
now repeated.   N.
1 The London Magazine ceased to exist in 1785.   N.